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care, chronic diseases, immunization, mater-
nal and child health, public health laboratories,
neighborhood health centers, the sexually
transmitted disease program, the HIV program
and family planning programs. Dr. Cora Chris-
tian is credited with the development of the
Frederiksted Health Center, both its renova-
tions from the old hospital into a functioning
health center and its staffing with qualified pro-
fessionals. She also spearheaded and man-
aged a regional system of preventive and
health promotion activities for the territory.

In 1991, Dr. Cora Christian became the
Medical Director of HOVENSA, one of the
largest oil refineries in the Western Hemi-
sphere located on St. Croix and served as the
Chief Medical Consultant until its closure in
2012. She is board certified in forensic medi-
cine and is President of the V.I. Chapter of the
American Academy of Family Physicians. She
has been President, Executive Secretary/
Treasurer of the Virgin Islands Medical Soci-
ety, past Public Relations Chair of Project Im-
pact—St. Croix, Board Member of the St.
Croix chapter of the American Cancer Society
and Board Member of the Interfaith Coalition.
Dr. Christian chaired the Foundation of the
University of the Virgin Islands for 10 years,
and is currently still a Board Member. Dr.
Christian continues to lead the Virgin Islands
Medical Institute, which brings over $3 million
to the territory with each contract cycle.

On the national level, Dr. Christian has
served as Vice-Speaker and member of the
Board of Directors for the American Health
Quality Association, the national quality im-
provement organization. She was consultant
to the NY/VI AIDS Education and Training
Center and was past Chair of the by-laws
committee and member of the Commission on
Government Advocacy for the American Acad-
emy of Family Physicians (AAFP). She is del-
egate to the Congress of Delegates of AAFP
and Sergeant of Arms for the Congress. In
2013, she received the AAFP Humanitarian
Award for outstanding community service.
From 2004 to 2010, she served on the Na-
tional AARP Board overseeing over 36 million
members. She was a member of the Health
Insurance Trust and numerous committees of
the AARP National Board.

Dr. Christian has also served as President
of the Caribbean Studies Association, an as-
sociation of scholars from across the Carib-
bean, Latin America, the United States, Can-
ada and Europe that studies Caribbean
issues. She is well published and a frequent
presenter and public speaker.

Dr. Christian has been honored as the Vir-
gin Islands Physician of the Year in 2003, the
VIMI Physician for Community Service in
1997, and Best Doctor in American in 1999.
She is a Paul Harris Fellow.

Dr. Christian is married to Dr. Simon B.
Jones-Hendrickson, Ambassador from St. Kitts
& Nevis Federation to CARICOM and Latin
America and she has two children, Nesha, a
practicing attorney and Marcus, a biologist and
entrepreneur.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
ask the 113th Congress to join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Christian for her tireless work
on behalf of the health and well being of the
people of the Virgin Islands.
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HONORING EAGLE SCOUT
RECIPIENTS

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2014

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate five young men from Dyersburg,
Tennessee: Alan Cecil, Daniel Clegg, Peyton
Hickman, James D. Johnson lll, and Hunter
Webster who have achieved the Eagle Scout
award, a Boy Scout’s highest honor. This rec-
ognition is well deserved and represents these
young men’s commitment to public service.

In order to become an Eagle Scout, each
young man had to earn more than twenty-one
merit badges as well as serve their fellow
troops in a variety of leadership roles. They
also had to develop and plan an Eagle Scout
project to benefit their local communities.

Achieving the status of Eagle Scout is a
huge accomplishment, and | commend these
gentlemen for being positive role models to
young people across our great state and the
nation through their commitment to community
service.

Once again, congratulations to these five
young men for their outstanding accomplish-
ment. | am very proud of them all and wish
them the best in their future endeavors.

————

HONORING JOHN MUSTO

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2014

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, education is the
bedrock of our society. Education teaches our
children to dream and allows them to achieve
their ambitions. Teachers are thus one of our
most valuable assets.

Albert Einstein once noted that, “it is the su-
preme art of the teacher to awaken joy in cre-
ative expression and knowledge.” Their pas-
sion, drive and dedication to their students is
inspirational. We entrust them with the respon-
sibility of shaping our leaders, which is why
today | must commend one such individual,
John Musto.

John is the Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs at St. Raymond’s High School for Boys.
He began his 23-year tenure there as a his-
tory teacher and later became Chairman of
the department, before becoming an assistant
principal.

John is driven by a desire to give back to
the community that has afforded him such op-
portunity and fond memories. He was instilled
with the values of service and volunteerism by
his father and the deep respect he fostered to-
ward volunteers within Morris Park Community
Association, who patrolled the neighborhood
to ensure the community was a safe place to
grow up. John has continued to demonstrate
this sense of commitment through his volun-
teer service as a basketball coach at St.
Francis Xavier for the past three decades.

Along with his wife Liz, John is the proud fa-
ther of three daughters: Sabrina, Gabriella and
Olizia. His family undoubtedly shares in his
pride in our community and for his life of com-
mitment to service. Much of what is accom-
plished within our community by devoted indi-
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viduals is also a reflection of the strong sup-
port they receive from their families.

Mr. Speaker, teaching is not a job, it is a vo-
cation. | join with the Morris Park Community
Association in honoring John at their 40th An-
nual Dinner Dance. | wish John Musto every
success in the future, as he continues to work
to shape the lives of our nation’s youth into to-
morrow’s leaders.

———

THE OCCASION OF THE TENTH AN-
NIVERSARY OF REVEREND DOC-
TOR STEVE BLAND JR. AS PAS-
TOR OF LIBERTY TEMPLE BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF DETROIT,
MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Reverend Dr. Steve Bland
Jr. on the occasion of his Tenth Anniversary
as the Senior Pastor of the congregation of
Liberty Temple Baptist Church in Detroit, MI.

As the son of the late Reverend Steve
Bland Sr., who was pastor to Bethesda Baptist
Church, Dr. Bland grew up immersed in the
teachings of Christ. It is hardly surprising that,
like his father, Dr. Bland would heed the call
and desire to serve his community. Dr. Bland
entered the ministry full-time after working at a
Kansas City accounting firm in the early
1980’s. He is also the former Minister of
Music, Youth Pastor and Assistant Pastor to
the late Rev. Dr. Mac Charles Jones at the St.
Stephen Baptist Church of Kansas City, MO.
After faithfully serving for over 14 years in
Rockford, lllinois as Pastor of Pilgrim Baptist
Church, Dr. Bland was called to serve the
congregation at Liberty Temple Baptist
Church.

Under his leadership, the congregation at
Liberty Temple has flourished with an increase
of well over 900 members in a brief time. Dur-
ing his 10 years as Senior Pastor, Dr. Bland
has brought a great sense of spiritual revital-
ization and excitement to Liberty Temple Bap-
tist Church and the city of Detroit. Dr. Bland is
a dynamic leader who offers a vibrant worship
experience, inspirational teaching, and uplifting
preaching, while meeting the holistic needs of
the church, his family, and surrounding com-
munity.

As a Miles Jones Fellow and doctoral grad-
uate of the Samuel Proctor School of The-
ology at Virginia Union University, Dr. Bland’s
intellect and achievements have been sought
out leading to appointments on several boards
and leadership positions in the BM&E State
Convention, Central Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Michigan District Baptist Association, the
Council of Baptist Pastors of Detroit & Vicinity,
the Ministers Council of the Michigan Progres-
sive National Baptist Convention, Inc. of De-
troit, Michigan and the Progressive National
Baptist Convention.

In every way possible, Dr. Bland finds ave-
nues through which he can further God’s king-
dom and genuinely pursues them. Dr. Bland’s
grand efforts have been strengthened by his
wife, Phyllis, and his three children, Steven,
Brandon, and Sydnie.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the profound impact that
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